Spiral of Life Tour
Sample itinerary
April 2019
Hosted by Mondo Gonzales

Day 1

Day 2

Depart US in the late evening and fly to Ben Gurion Airport, Tel Aviv.
Flights will arrive the following day in the evening.

Land in Ben Gurion Airport, Tel Aviv. You will be met and greeted by a representative of Lipkin Tours who will welcome you to Israel and introduce you to your tour guide and
driver.
Continue to our centrally located hotel for check in, introduction & welcome dinner. Free time to rest, relax, walk to the beach and enjoy your first evening in Israel.
Overnight at Tel Aviv Area Hotel

Day 3

We will drive to the beautiful coast of the Mediterranean Sea to stop at Caesarea Maritime (Acts 9:30 Acts 10:24-48), which was the center of early Christians. Here Cornelius the
Centurion and his household were saved and baptized (Acts 10), and it was also here where Paul made his defense before Festus and King Agrippa prior to his final journey to
Rome (Acts 25 & 26).We will Visit Megiddo (1 Kings 4:28, 9, 15; 2 Kings 23:29 & Revel. 16:16) and see the remains from Solomon's days, and view the site where some believe the
Battle of Armageddon will be fought. Our Next stop will be Mount Carmel (Muchraka), where Elijah issued his challenge to the False Prophets in 1 Kings 18. We will then drive
through the Galilee to the Sea of Galilee, check in to our hotel and have time to rest and walk along the shore if desired.
Overnight in Tiberius.
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Day 4

Day 5

Day 6

We will begin our day with to visit Nimrod’s Fortress, which is named after a biblical hero, the hunter Nimrod (Genesis 10:8-9) who, according to local tradition, dwelt on this
summit. The fortress was founded in the Middle Ages, probably by the Crusaders, to defend the city of Banias in the valley below against Muslim incursions. Then on to Banias and
ancient Caesarea Philippi (Matt. 16.13 and Mark 8.27), where Jesus said “on this rock I will build my Church”. We will then travel to Tel Dan. The city of Dan represented the northern border of the Biblical kingdom of Israel. It was here, 2,900 years ago, that King Hazael of Damascus punctuated his invasion of Israelite territory with the erection of the famous
House of David inscription. Visitors can explore King Jeroboam’s temple, It was here that Bronze Age inhabitants constructed the world’s oldest known gated archway more than
1,500 years before the Romans supposedly invented the arch. In the late afternoon we will drive through the natural Hula Valley and the Upper Galilee region back to the Sea of
Galilee. Overnight at Tiberius Hotel

After Breakfast, we begin with a visit to Gilgal Rephaim, the Circle of Og, King of Bashan, also known as the Circle of the Refaim. In 1 Chronicles 6:71, we are told that the half-tribe
of Manasseh later inhabited “Golan,” in Bashan. We will then drive up to the Golan Heights, along the way we will stop at Givat Bazak where there are hundreds of dolmens
(prehistoric megalith tombs), which were erected at the early middle bronze period (about 30 C BC). The tombs may have been of nomad tribes who buried their dead in central
holy places. Lastly, we will visit Tel Hazor National Park, the site of ancient Hazor, located in the Upper Galilee. In the Middle Bronze Age (around 1750 BCE) and the Israelite period (ninth century BCE), Hazor was the largest fortified city in the country and one of the most important in the Fertile Crescent.
Overnight at Tiberius Hotel

OPTIONAL- For those who are interested, Mondo will lead you on a Sunrise hike on the western shores of the Sea of Galilee to the top of Mount Arbel for stunning views of area
and the home base of Jesus’ northern Galilean ministry. We will be back in time for breakfast. We will then continue on our journey to the 2,000 year old remains of Capernaum.
Here we can stand in what is left of the synagogue in which Jesus ministered, where he performed many miracles, and where Peter's mother-in-law lived and was healed. We will
then travel to Kibbutz Ein Gev Restaurant where we will enjoy a St Peter’s Fish Lunch. We will then board a beautiful Wooden boat and sail across the Sea of Galilee as we worship
on the water with the only messianic boat captain in Israel. He is an amazing singer and God has gifted him to bring amazing worship in an incredible place right on the water in
one of his boats. We will dock at Kibbutz Nof Ginosar and visit the ancient boat “Jesus Boat” and also have an opportunity to buy some great souvenirs from one of the best shops
in Israel. After this we will travel to Yardenit where you will have the opportunity to be baptized in the Jordan River! Overnight at Tiberius hotel.
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Day 7

We will be leaving the Galilee and heading south to the lowest place on earth - the Dead Sea. On our way we drive by Tel Jericho. After lunch we will go to Qumran, where we will
walk through the ruins of this ancient Essene community. In this spot, an amazing cache of ancient biblical texts were discovered in 1947 - commonly called the Dead Sea Scrolls.
We will have lunch here and plenty of shopping for Dead Sea Products. We will have the opportunity to hike up the cliff face to one of the caves. We will drive along the shores of
the Dead Sea and arrive at our hotel to relax and enjoy the Full Spa facility where you can walk to the beach and float in the salty water of the Dead Sea and take a dip in the beautiful swimming pool of our resort hotel. You can also take this opportunity to enjoy the Dead Sea famous mud and mineral treatments at our hotel's spa.
Overnight at Dead Sea.

Day 8

After breakfast we will drive along the shores of the Dead Sea to visit one of the most spectacular sites in Israel – the 1,500 feet mountaintop fortress of Masada. Built by King
Herod, Masada is famous for being the last stronghold of the Jewish rebellion against the Romans. We will ascend to Masada by cable car and discover the 1st century Synagogue,
Herod’s Bathhouse and many other sites. Be sure to bring your sunglasses and hat.
Next we will visit the oasis of Ein Gedi, where David hid in a cave when running from Saul (1 Samuel 23). It was here that David composed several of his Psalms. *Please note, you
can stop at the first waterfall which is not strenuous. But for those adventuress types, you will not want to miss climbing to the top waterfall!
Arrive at our hotel in JERUSALEM.

Day 9

We will enter the Old City via the Dung Gate and visit the Western Wall (Ha Kotel)– one of the original ancient walls that retained the Temple. We will continue to the Temple
Mount archeological excavations (Davidson Center). Here we will visit the “Southern Steps” – the archaeological reconstruction of the Temple Steps where Jesus walked so often.
We will visit the unearthed southern end of the western wall, the paved street and the Robinson’s Arch. We will have the opportunity to go on the Temple Mount (holiest place in
Judaism) and see amazing architecture as well as discuss the future plans for the Third Temple and the various viewpoints of where it will be located. After lunch, we will visit the
Western Wall tunnels running along the western wall. Some are of the opinion that the Western Stone within the tunnel is ranked as one of the heav iest objects ever lifted by
human beings without powered machinery as this shown above are the work of what are commonly called the Nephilim, long before the time of Herod. We will continue our old
city exploration and walk through the historic Jewish Quarter. Head back to our hotel in Jerusalem.
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Day 10

Day 11

Day 12

Following breakfast, we will visit the City of David and explore the various discoveries that they have uncovered. For those that are interested, we will have the opportunity to go
into Hezekiah’s Tunnel and meet up with those that do not desire to go at the Pool of Siloam where Jesus commanded the man born blind to go and wash his eyes and receive
his healing (John 9). Continuing to the western part of the city we enjoy the full size model of Jerusalem in the Second Temple period. After lunch we will head to the top of the
Mount of Olives to stand where the Lord ascended into heaven (Acts 1). From the Mount of Olives, we take in a breathtaking panoramic view of the city across the Kidron
Valley to the Eastern Gate where the Prince of Peace will enter (Ezekiel 44). We will then walk the descent down the Kidron Valley as Jesus did on Palm Sunday (known as His triumphal entry) and visit Gethsemane and the Church of All Nations. Here we will see 2,000 year old olive trees that date back to the time of Christ. We then continue to the Garden
Tomb, where we will celebrate the resurrection with a time of communion and prayer (Luke 23). Head back to our hotel for rest, re laxation, or shopping. Overnight at Jerusalem hotel

We will pack up and begin our final touring day exploring the Herodium; one of King Herod’s palaces which he constructed over a small pre-existing hill. He chose to be buried here
and the mountain is the shape of a tumulus. Here we see the remnants and ruins of Herod’s kingdom whereas Jesus’ kingdom (which Herod tried to destroy) continues on forever
(Isaiah 9:6-7). We will then drive to the 10th century BC site of Khirbet Queiyafa. This site was only recently excavated and contributes tremendously to the controversy of the kingdoms of David and Solomon. It also overlooks the valley of Elah where David and Goliath had there battle. We will stop and pick up a stone as a souvenir from the same brook in
which David got his give stones (1 Sam 17:40). After lunch we will then drive to Tel Gezer National Park. Over 3000 years ago the Gezer was a major city strategically situated above
a coastal byway that serviced traders, warriors and travelers for thousands of years. We will then drive to Tel Aviv to celebrate the end of our tour with great fellowship, new
friendships and a delicious farewell dinner at a Middle Eastern restaurant. After dinner we will drive back to Tel Aviv's Ben Gurion Airport and say our farewells before our return
flight back home.

Today you will arrive back in the States and start planning for your next journey back to Israel and bring someone with you!
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